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DRAFT PROPOSED NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE - CLAIM AMENDMENT 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the Amendment filed on September 1, 2006. Claims 
1-20, 28-30, 34, 35, 39, 44, and 45 have been cancelled. Claims 21-27, 31-33, 36-38, 40-43, and 
46 are currently pending and are under examination. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appUcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
on ^ 

Examiner's amendment to the claims: 

21, (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising, 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEC ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 (SEC ID NO: 3\ the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEC ID NO: 4). the alpha-helical region H4 (SEC ID NO: 5\ a fiision of 
H1/H2 f SEP ID NO: 6\ a fiision of H2/H3 (SEP ID NO: 7\ a fusion of H3/H4 (SEP ID NO: 81 
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SEP ID NO: 1 1. and SEP ID NO: 12, comprising an alpha - helical r e gion or a b e ta - sheet and (ii) 
separates the first domain fi-om the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein and wherein 
the first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide selected fi'om a 
group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fiised to 25 
consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hvdrophihc amino acid 
residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues 
including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues and wher e in th e first domain and/or the second 
domain compris e s a polypeptid e comprising at l e ast 80% glutamine r e sidu e s . 

22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Cancelled). 

24. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected fi'om the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI TSEO ID NO: 2). the alpha-helical region H2 TSEO ID NO: 3\ the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEO ID NO: 41 the alpha-helical region H4 (SEO ID NO: 5\ a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEO ID NO: 61 a fusion of H2/H3 fSEO ID NO: 7\ a fusion of H3/H4 (SEO ID NO: S\ 
SEP ID NP: 1 1, and SEP ID NP: 12, comprising an alpha - h e lical r e gion or a beta - sh ee t and (ii) 
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separates the first domain from the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein and wherein 
the first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide selected from a 
group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 
consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hy drophilic amino acid 
residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues 
including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues , and wherein the first and second domains are 
identical. 

25. (Cancelled). 

27. (Cancelled). 

31. (Cancelled). 

32. (Cancelled). 

33. (Cancelled). 

36. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEP ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 (SEP ID NO: 3\ the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEP ID NO: 4\ the alpha-helical region H4 (SEP ID NO: 5). a fusion of 
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H1/H2 (SEP ID NO: 6). a fusion of H2/H3 fSEO ID NO: 7\ a fusion of H3/H4 (SEP ID NO: 8\ 
SEP ED NO: 1 1. and SEO ID NO: 12. comprising an alpha h e lical region or a beta s he e t and (ii) 
separates the first domain from the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein; wherein the 
first and/or second protein comprises 7, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, or 40 consecutive 
glutamine residues; and wherein the first and/or second protein is Huntingtin . and wherein the 
first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide selected from a group 
consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 consecutive 
glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hvdrophilic amino acid residues to 
increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues including at 
least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide comprising 25 
consecutive glutamine residues . 

37. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEO ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 TSEP ID NO: 3V the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEP ID NO: 4\ the alpha-helical region H4 (SEO ID NO: 5\ a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEO ID NO: 6\ a fusion of H2/H3 (SEP ID NO: 7\ a fusion of H3/H4 (SEP ID NO: 8), 
SEP ID NP: 1 1. and SEP ID NO: 12, comprising an alpha - helical region or a beta - sh ee t and (ii) 
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separates the first domain fi'om the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein; wherein the 
first and/or second protein comprises 7, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, or 40 consecutive 
glutamine residues; and wherein the first and/or second protein is amyloid-associated protein^ 
and wherein the first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide 
selected fi'om a group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein 
fused to 25 consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hydrophilic 
amino acid residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid 
residues including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues . 

38. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected fi'om the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEP ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 (SEP ID NO: 3\ the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEP ID NO: 4), the alpha-helical region H4 (SEP ID NO: 5>. a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEO ID NO: 61 a fusion of H2/H3 fSEO ID NO: U a fusion of H3/H4 (SEO ID NO: 8\ 
SEP ED NP: 1 1, and SEP ID NP: 12, comprising an alpha - helical r e gion or a beta - sheet and (ii) 
separates the first domain from the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein; wherein the 
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first and/or second protein comprises 7, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, or 40 consecutive 
glutamine residues; and wherein the first and/or second protein is a transcription factor , and 
wherein the first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide selected 
from a group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 
consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hydrophilic amino acid 
residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent the hvdrophilic amino acid residues 
including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues . 

40. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEP ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 (SEP ID NO: 3\ the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEP ID NO: 4\ the alpha-helical region H4 (SEP ID NO: 5\ a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEP ID NO: 6), a fusion of H2/H3 (SEP ID NP: 71 a fusion of H3/H4 (SEP ED NP: 81 
SEP ID NP: 1 K and SEP ID NP: 12, comprising an alpha - h e lical r e gion or a beta - sh ee t and (ii) 
separates the first domain from the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein and wherein 
the first domain and the second domain individuals comprise a polypeptide selected from a 
group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 
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consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hydrophilic amino acid 
residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues 
including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues, and wherein the interaction is aggregation. 
43. (Currently Amended) A therapeutic agent comprising^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEP ID NO: 2\ the alpha-helical region H2 (SEP ID NO: 3). the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEP ID NO: 4\ the alpha-helical region H4 (SEP ID NO: 5\ a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEP ID NO: 61 a fusion of H2/H3 (SEP ID NO: 7\ a fusion of H3/H4 (SEP ID NP: S\ 
SEP ID NP: 1 1. and SEP ID NP: 12. comprising an alpha - h e lical r e gion or a b e ta - sh e et and (ii) 
separates the first domain from the second domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an 
abnormal or undesirable interaction between the first protein and the second protein and wherein 
the first domain and the second domain individually comprise a polypeptide selected from a 
group consisting of the first 17 amino acid residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 
consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a sufficient number of hydrophilic amino acid 
residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues 
including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic acid residue, and a polypeptide 
comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues, and wherein the interaction is dimerization. 
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46, (Currently Amended) A pharmaceutically acceptable composition comprising a 
therapeutic agent, wherein the therapeutic agent comprises^ 

(a) a first domain that bind a first protein, the first protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; 

(b) a second domain that bind a second protein, the second protein having at least seven 
consecutive glutamine residues; and 

(c) a third domain that (i) consists of a polypeptide selected fi^om the group consisting of 
alpha-helical region HI (SEQ ED NO: 2), the alpha-helical region H2 (SEQ ID NO: 3), the alpha- 
helical region H3 (SEQ ID NO: 4), the alpha-helical region H4 (SEQ ID NO: 5), a fusion of 
H1/H2 (SEQ ID NO: 6), a fusion of H2/H3 (SEQ ID NO: 7), a fusion of H3/H4 (SEQ ED NO: 8), 
SEQ ID NO: 1 1, and SEQ ID NO: 12, and (ii) separates the first domain from the second 
domain, wherein the therapeutic agent inhibits an abnormal or undesirable interaction between 
the first protein and the second protein and wherein the first domain and the second domain 
individually comprise a polypeptide selected from a group consisting of the first 17 amino acid 
residues of the Huntingtin protein fused to 25 consecutive glutamine residues, and optionally, a 
sufficient number of hydrophilic amino acid residues to increase the solubility of the therapeutic 
agent, the hydrophilic amino acid residues including at least one aspartic acid residue or glutamic 
acid residue, and a polypeptide comprising 25 consecutive glutamine residues, (o) a third domain 
that separat e s th e first domain from th e second domain, wherein the th e rap e utic agont inhibits 
interaction b e tw ee n the first prot e in and the second protein and wherein the first and/or second 
protein is Huntingtin; the first and/or second protein is an amyloid-associated protein; or the first 
and/or second protein is a transcription factor. 
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Conclusion 

3. Claims 21, 24, 36-38, 40, 43, and 46 are allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anand U. Desai, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0947. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathleen Kerr can be reached on (517) 272-093 1. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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